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Reviewed by Gary L. Ackerman 
 

Nicholas Carr is a well-known writer on science topics.  In 

recent years, the focus of his books has been information 

technology and its influences on human organizations and 

society. In this book, Carr turns his attention to the Internet 

and the manner in which online information is presented, 

and the influences of that infosphere on human cognition. 

Although not intended specifically for educators, the book 

does have potential to influence stakeholders’ thinking about 

the future of education and the popular dialogue about 

education in the media-rich world. 

 

Carr reviews much well-known research in fields such as 

media theory, computer science, and cognitive science and 

he both puts the research in historical context and discusses 

the implications of that research for explaining phenomena 

we observe in our students, ourselves, and society today. His 

reviews are brief, lacking some detail, but very appropriate 
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for a 200-page book written for general audiences. He does 

provide both references and a bibliography for those who 

seek more details on these ideas. 

 

Throughout the chapters in which Carr establishes the facts 

of the effects of networked information on society and on 

individuals, the tone is very neutral. One senses Carr is 

about to conclude that the Internet is exerting terrible 

effects on humans, and end with a Luddite rant; and then 

within a few pages one senses Carr is about to conclude that 

the Internet is a great benefit to human cognition. He draws 

neither conclusion too early.  Carr simply reviews the 

evidence for how the current observations related to 

information technology are similar to earlier observations 

made as older information technologies emerged in the 

historic past.  Additionally, he explains the science 

explaining those observations. 

 

In the last two chapters, however, Carr suggests that the 

Internet is exerting influences that may not be for the 

benefit of humankind. Carr posits that when humans adopt 

any technology, the result is a separation between humans 

and the nature that is controlled via the technology. Carr 

does not argue for avoiding the Internet, but he does argue 

for using it to support human thinking and learning. He 

argues for turning it off to allow for deep thinking, and to 

literally get outside and relax your brain. It seems good 

advice for educators charged with designing curriculum and 

delivering instruction.   

 

About the Reviewer 
 

Reviewed by Gary L. Ackerman has a PhD in educational 

technology management from Northcentral University, 

Prescott Valley, Arizona. He has extensive experience in K-

12 education.  
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